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CIIAPTHH XXI.
THE MONASTERY 01' THE LAMAS.

I'KLLY," said Orskoff, peer-- ,

lug In Hi'; darkness ut the
face of tli) American, "it Is

nut your inn nose 10 desert
tin- - girls '"

"I should say no'; hut Willi our foot
nml hands tied and we helpless In 1 : 1

amp we could not iissisi. t lim. It's
this way: Immltun Is now camping iu
tin: woods. 1 1 is horses are on the cliff.
According lo wl at li; sniil. t Is a
roud farther iln- - nss It y which he
will take tin; camels to tint mountains.
If Hint rascal ever pets the girls into
tin: annuel; slioi.jjliolil. nothing Hi;!',

we can Ij will ii vnll We've got to
think of sninci hing to 'Ir now."'

it.it wiiniy is u t tight i I win
tight in I ho lust drop of lilooii!"

"No; lighting will not help us. v'e'v
got to win out by some ulcl;,"

Tin'- - s.it ilown. uml OrskolT leaned
li is head In liis hands, j f ;u vey became
Intent with his thoughts

"Hello:" said Harvey, getting to Ills
feet quickly "Somebody around hen:'
Hear Hint noise? Sounds liken wound

l in.'in culling for "

Must he mu of ili.' Ziinnurlis or nru.

of tin: nmecr's men wlio crawled hero
to net out of tin: way."

"I'm going lo seu who 11 ml wh.'it It
Is," s:iid Harvey "I ji n't sec friend
or enemy suffer wln u helpless. "

They noon discoveied 11 in.'iu. wound-I'-

liy spear nml swonl, lying near the
bid? of I he rond

"Ait llion friends'" ho whispered in
t tin tongue of the ameer's people.

"Wh huve le.'isoo o li" enemies, lint
vm li.iv n wish l hiiriu you In

there anything we can do?"
T;i list I lion hi ln W!il r"
"I could if ( knew where tln-i- wus

nny," sn liarvey "lo you know of
a river or spring ne:ir by?"

"Nny. tlu'io is tione nearer thao th
Itatnnla temple."

"And what is this P.atoola emile?"
"A t:i for lamns - priests of the

monastery Tint" mi-- many tln-ie- .

They lire hnspita hh If I could get
there, they would Know how to deiil
wil h my wounds "

"I low f:ir is it V"

"II is not f:ir It stands on thn high-wny- .

hut is surrounded hy high wails "
"How ciiini' you
"I w:is with the iinieer's men when

we were attacked hy the Zanilucks
I v:is wounded mid crawled away
from the pass, foi tin' '.a n 11 in 'lis Kill

nil their wounded uni-mU- s I could go
no further."

"Yon emu- - lo n good place. The
Ziinnucks in'1 almost within reach of
our voiies Hut tell me more 11 ion t

that Itatool.'l temple."
"As I said, it is 11 lama monastery.

'I'lier' urn monks of all kinds there
missionary monks. begging monks,
praying monks "

"Are tlny all natives of Hokhara?"
"Not all. They come of many na-

tions Could I he carried there?" asked
the wounded soldier.

"Vc have work to do here," broke in
OrskolT. "We cannot give you the
time."

"You spoke of helping' monks," said
'Harvey. "What do they lies? How do

they reach people?"
"They walk along the roads and nsk

alms of a I! they meet. It is in this way
the monasteries are supported."

"What do they wear? What sort of
looking"

"Yon Interested in monks!" inter-
rupted Orskoff impatiently. "We have
no time to think of them."

"I tint thinking of them very hard
Just now."

Again addressing the. wounded man,
Harvey asked:

"What sort of garb do these monks
wear?"

"Clonks nnd hoods. They ore hum-

ble anil holy men."
"I've seen them near Lake Baikal In

Siberia," said Orskoff. "They cover
their heads and faces so their own
grandmothers wouldn't recognize
them."

"Oh, they do! And the monastery Is
poor, supported by nlmsV"

"Yes," said the soldier of the nmeer.
"You want to go there?"
"I would live if I could be carried

there."
"If we could make n litter of some

kind, we might do it."
"We could manage with our conts

to make n chair in which to carry
him," said Orskoff, "but we have not
the time. We ennnot forsake our duty
to the girls for a wounded enemy."

"We are not forsaking the girls. I

have 1111 idea these monks can be of use
to us. I want to see them. Help me

ninke the chair."
Harvey's voice was Imperative. Ors-

koff protested, but It was of no avail.
He tied the sleeves of their coats to-

gether and formed what he called a
Russian field chair. The wounded man
was then picked up, nnd the threo
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started off.
"Tell me more about these monks,"

said Harvey as they went along.
"They are priests of the religion of

Ituddha-Sakyiiiuni- . They are good a ml
holy men."

"Have I not heard somewhere that
they are supposed to he gifted with the
power to foretell the future a sort of
second sight?"

"Yes, they have magic sight."
"Are the Kalmucks believers in these

monks?"
"Yes, all of them."
"How shall we know when we reach

this monastery?"
"There is a light at the pool. If I

can bo but lied in the sacred pool of
natoolu, I shall be cured."

"What pool is that?"
"The life giving pool of llatoola. It

Is just within the first gate. One who
bathes in it is made holy and is given
much power by the Palai lama."

"Watch for the light. Hut the dawn
Is breaking; we shall soon be able to
see for ourselves."

An hour later they saw the stone
walls of the lama monastery.

"The iirst gate is there," said the
who proved to hn a young,

handsome fellow and seemed Inclined
to be friendly.

"How do we call them?" asked Har-
vey as they reached the iron gate.

"There Is a rope. I'ull it, und a hell
will ring."

Harvey pulled a rope that dangled
rroin ti mire, and inside a bell tolled
twice. Immediately the wicket of the
gate was opened.

"Who thus disturbs the peace of this
boly city?" asked a voice.

The hooded fate of a monk peered
out at them.

"A wounded soldier of the ameer who
seeks thy help." answered the young
Link hu ran

"Knter."
'I he gate was opened, and the irinnk

walked away, leaving the three at the
dg" of a large pool. Soon other monks

In their peculiar garb, wearing hoods

that hid their faces, came toward them,
mid the wounded soldier was laid up-

on 11 lied drought from the Interior.
Another wall could be seen, and in
Bid'- - of this was 11 large building

"lie shall lie- bathed In tin: pool by
our brothers." said one of tin- - priests.
"Tim living wiiteis of Itutuolu will

keurcly heal his wounds."
The gatekeeper went to lock he gate.
"Nay, good father." said Harvey; "do

not lock the put. lieu we learn of
tin: edict of the bathing on our liietid,
wo will pi oce il upon our way."

An ngeil priest was mining toward
them, followed by sevcrnl others The
facu of the old priest was kindly, and
lis he mined the wound' d luan
Ilaixey watched him loscly.

"lie's my man." in: Mild.
The old lama gave severnl orderq,

Which Ids Inferiors put Into execution,
mid then tumid 11 way. Harvey inter
tented him.
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"Holy one." he said as In- - walked bv
the old priest's side, "may one who
knows but little of thy race uml nil
gioii nsk 11 boon?"

"All men may come lo us nml learn "
"It Is not to learn, for there Is not

IIiii'.' I wish to do that which perhaps
Is not according to .lour laws Not
far from hete are wicked men. hull
drills of them, who have stolen I wo
young women and will perhaps harm
them If we cannot rescue lliein. Two
of us against so many are poweilcss,
hut we could do something by slialcgy
If we wore the garb of your order. I

have gold.' nnd hcre-hei- is a watch
from faroff America, lien- - Is a dia-

mond ring from Paris; these will 1

give to enrich thy temple for the use
of two such outlils of clothing as thy
people wear."

The old priest looked nt. him curi-

ously.
"This request never has been made

before. I do not understand. Wouldst
thou seek to harm us by a wrongful
act?"

"Is it wrongful to rescue young wo-

men from robbers?"
"Nny. but the robe of n holy man

must not be soiled with blood."
"I promise that no slain of rime

shall rest upon it. If blood there is.
It shall be our own."

The gleaming diamond attracted the
old priest. He listened to the licking
of the watch.

"They are wonderful and beauti-
ful. And wouldst thou give both for
t ho use of two of these garbs?"

"Yes. gladly."
"Come with me."
Harvey molioncd to Orskoff. who

followed i in.
"What are you after now?" be ask-

ed.
"You and I are to become monks-o- ld

and feeble monks "
Orskoff stared in amazement His

amazement grew as he saw Harvev
hand over to the priest his expensive
watch and valuable diamond ring in

' exchange for two outlits of the monk
ish garb.

"These garments are new and have
not been consecrated to our purpose,"
said the lama. "Take them. Ucmcm-lier- ,

thou shait shed no blo-ul.-

"W? promise, and we I hank iliee."
YVith the robes and hcods they went

out of the place. Harvey started at
a quick pace buck toward the camp.
At a convenient place he stopped and
said:

"As soon as I heard of those monks
it seemed to me that this was the so-

lution of the problem. We can't light
200 men. My Idea is to disguise our-

selves and appear as. old and feeble
as possible, traveling in the same di-

rection as Doniitan's forces. We will
ask a lift us far as the Hatoola mon-

astery, and if the Zannucks are believ-
ers, as the P.okhnrnn said, they will

grant what we nsk. The camels bear-

ing the girls have the lightest burden-- ,

and it ought not to be dillicult to gel

M:e ftl.
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windmills."

"Talk' could man
no great

to convince!
an is

your have
witnessed. thing is

We

tin:
tin: themse'.ves.

dark.
the

walnut olhc
main, which

lo made them-wlc- s

jjriinv
practiced walk feeble

execute
Siiid would be-

come play next.

3 vm ri ui

i irn,

our I.et the talking. Ami.
what you do, do also I must
plan us I alniig. ul'ler join
the Xuimiicks there will no

tln-- along
uml :it last, fudging themselves to

hall way
the they

"Ilele they said Harvey. "He
ready keep cool. It will the
I'llul lives

rii.MTici: nxii.
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OMITAN'S caia van came on
slowly, for
walking. They had sent a
portion the force round

Iioiuitaii rode abend
mounted on horses they had taken
from P.okhiirans. Pollowing came
the little straggling along in
anything but military style, laughing,

celebrating their victory.
It lioinitan's that
discovered two bent priests

by the wayside, their great
hoods concealing their faces
for tin' eyes.

to his
captains, "that on Hie day
chieftainship meet witli two holy

.da injcil priest 11 "us mmhni Inn nnl m. the way. I will give them
s on turin Then-we- ll, the rest ,m have their blessings upon
tiike care itself. We tell what u,
to when there. "Most holy holy ones the

"I swear tin: holy crown the ,l(,ss siljll ..foI. , .,, 1)Ut

great white czar." exclaimed. lo'(;lv . chief of the aimucks."
you the most and the .., s:lill Harvey, with a

most resourceful devil ever knew! w,,.lU .)h(1 ,,. bp, voice as he pock- -

Hid anything vi you? The j ,.,,,, ..W), Wl..uy
world is your plaything. You do what! ,,. i,,,,,,,!,. js f;lr. i;lsi n,,,,, ,, S(,.,t
you will wnh all people. If bad for ,,s ., I there are
asked that old for these things,. wj)l rt,uVy lmt in,t, n!1,i."

would have expelled from ..j, ia W(1 ,i:lt 11iv ,, ,vs(.,.,. uigurs
place." j.,,od." said Homitati in a sort ex- -

you are a I've got to ultation. "Thnre bear the one
how talk I sell

You convince a

that he was horse. II takes
amount of talk sometimes
him is This th most sur-

prising lesult of skill i yet'
Well, the fascinat-

ing will try it "

The Russian wondered Still more nt
of the American during

disguising
The people the region were
With bruised husks nuts of a

iree made an colored
he daubed over their faces.

With n piiir of folding In: cut
off th" Russian's mustache, bringing
Badness his heart. 'I hey

with tin- - soil of the road
no, I tin: of old
men well did .Harvey this
net Pint Oiskoff Ihey

actors

1 r f ri 1

1

way do
me

go for we
be time."

Humped the road,
he

ill. nut between Hie camp and
monastery, waited.

and be
t of "
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who will be my bride and the one who
will he Hie bride of my brother." Sure-
ly it will l.e well for us if the holy
men ride with them, f'ome."

He went back to the camels and
commanded Ihciu to kneel.

"Holy companions wilt I lion have,
my sweet ones," he said. "These holy
men have blessed me. ami I have
made tliein presents. I shall win great
victories."

Harvey got into the bowdah by the
side of Alum, and Orskoff. with ap-
parent feebleness, climbed iu with
Knurn. The eaniels rose to their feet
again, ami liomitau proudly led on. It
was not every day that a chieftain
had two bunas in his caravan.

Orskoff was I'ulgety. He knew that
when they reached the monastery they
would be expected to leave, but he had
faith that Harvey would iiirim.unt the
liliiculty. lie saw Harvey scanning
the sky mul mumbling and making

"We are to permit ourselves lo tie peculiar signs, liarvey c:uie:i io lou,l-ovc- i

taken bv Homilan's army." said j tan. and I be chief rode back.
-- tnd ask to he ussisttd 0:1 I "I see mysterious s in the heav

ens." said Harvey in a manner tnnt
would inspire awe. "I see hut an
hour's ride from this spot a band of
soldiers of the ameer coming to give you
battle. They are mighty men nnd arm-
ed. I have blessed thee, nnd therefore
thou wilt surely win. Hut these ten-
der children mtisl not he taken Into
danger if thou wouldst have them for
wives. Take thy fighting men and go
meet Hie foe. We will remain here,
where it Is safe."

"How many of the ameer's soldiers .

dost thou see, holy one?"
"Ten score of horse."
"We are their equals. We will obey

thee, holy one, leaving only enough to
guard thee."

He appointed an officer and part of
n company to remain to guard and led
the remainder an to meet the foe. The
caravan came to a halt. The camel
laden witli merchandise were brought
up, and the soldiers put aside their
nriiis to make camp.

"Now, you gallant rtussian!" shouted
Harvey 11s he turned his cnniel and
gave it a prick with the blade of his
knife. The beast flew like the very
wind toward Siloon, with Koura's cam-
el In hot pursuit.

Cries of rage and consternation rose
from the soldiers. A few shots were
fired, but no bullet touched them. On,
on, they went. Nothing stayed the mad
flight. The howdnlis rucked nnd sway-
ed and the girls became dizzy. Harvey
goaded Ills camel to the utmost, lie
could picture to himself a soldier on
he best horse sent to inform Domitnn;

me chief's wild ride buck in pursuit;
his awful rage when he knew lie hiiii
been duped; h!s murderous desire for
revenge. Harvey gritted his teeth and
sped the camel on. .Many a long Jour-
ney hud lie taken on Hie beasts ami
knew well the handling of them.

Thus they raced on the fleetest enm-i- s

in all Hokhara. For ten hours they
kept up the pace. Then he knew It
would lie safe to rest, (or tin; bet;
horse liomltau possessed could not
overtake them.

Then 011 again for hours they spot
along the pass; then another stop foe
water ami fruit. 'I hey passed a shep-
herd's cottage, and tie gave them a
good meal.

"That's enough." said Harvey. "That
will do Uli we each Siloon. There's
plenty on the gunboat."

On again they went, slacking the
pace but little. They reached Siloon
In two days. The earn van was Tour
days In making the distance.

Siloon was agape with astonishment
when It saw the camels of the ameer
racing into the place with the two
pretty women and two monks. It
was eager to know the particulars.
The streets were tilled with Russian
sailors, and Russian guns frowned
from a gunboat in the harbor.

Harvey and OrskolT alighted, while
the Russians and people of Siloon
gathered round.

"Where is Lieutenant Nevlsky?" ask-
ed OrskolT. removing his red hat and.
robe and showing himself iu his regu-

lar uniform.
"Lleuleiiiint Nevlsky has been pent

back to Siilain." was the reply of a
sii I lor. "Admiral Pin toff is here with
the gunboat, yonder, waiting for you."

"lines he understand?"
"I suppose so. We knew you wero

coming here."
"Signal the gunboat "
While the boat was coming Harvey

arranged with a bazaar merchant to
have the camels returned lo the nmeer,
who. he said, would give a reward for
their recovery

The gunboat showed signs of activi-
ty, uml the small bout soon took litem
to It.. On the deck stood 11 grizzled old
olllcer wearing the uniform of an ad-

miral. H" did not greet them, but
looked with some cuiiosity at a girl in
the uniform oT the Inspector of pris-
ons, a grimy American chid as a lama,
a naval oilier witli a monk's hood in'
his hand and Koura. the git I who bait
twice been stolen from Tillis.

"I Inform yon that you are my pris-
oners!" he said curtly.

You place us under Driest!" ex-

claimed OrskolT.
"I do You for deserting your gun

boat and entering forbidden territory
and releasing raptured lubbers, tho
American as being an escaped prison-
er. Alma .lurnii'ff for releasing said
prisoner. Koura Itiartelkis is not un-

der arrest. You shall go at once to
Tillis for trial "

In the office of the governor's palace
at Tillis sat a man of powerful build
wearing a uniform that betokened ex-

alted rank. He was Ocncral Urloff.
governor general of the province, a
man of blued and iron and one in whom
the czar placed so much confidence
that it was said that a command from
I'rloff was a command from the czar
himself.

Hefore him stood three prisoners, ne
listened attentively while they told the
story of their adventures. It is not
necessary to repeat the testimony that
was given before the governor general.
In the main it was liarvey Irons' cool
voice that rehearsed the adventures
that culminated in the arrests by Ad- -

mira! Platoff.
When the story was ended, General

I'rlotT said:
j "Witli his knowledge of the matter,

having been told bv Lieutenant N'evls-t'outiuu-

on 4th ii;e.j . -

t i


